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Residents Move-in, New Tenants Announced;  

Thornton Place Continues to Buzz 
 

Three additional restaurants signed and 31 percent of apartment homes pre-
leased signal benchmark success for new north Seattle community  

 
SEATTLE, Wash – July 21, 2009 –Thornton Place, a vibrant mixed-use development in Seattle’s 
Northgate neighborhood, today announced three new restaurant leases and an ahead-of-schedule 
leasing pace for the complex’s 278 apartments. Despite the current economic climate, Thornton Place 
has demonstrated rapid success resulting in continued excitement for the project. The past few weeks 
have seen the opening of the 14-screen Regal Cinema and IMAX, the signing of three new retail leases 
and on July 1, the first residents moved-in and began calling Thornton Place home. 
 
With the addition of Five Guys Burgers & Fries, Subway and Tengu Japanese, Thornton Place will now 
offer five full-service restaurants to residents, shoppers and movie-goers. Diners will have the option of 
choosing not only from a variety of cuisines from across many different cultures, but from both local and 
national eateries, providing a distinctly Seattle feel to the dining experience.  
 
Thornton Place is fast becoming a vibrant niche neighborhood situated within the larger Northgate 
neighborhood of Seattle. July 1, 2009 marked the first move-in date for residents at Thornton Place and 
also marked an ahead-of-schedule leasing pace for the apartment homes. With 31 percent of the 
apartment homes leased prior to opening, Thornton Place is quickly becoming a premier north Seattle 
neighborhood.  
 
“The continued interest in Thornton Place from retailers showcases the unique need for this kind of multi-
faceted living north of Seattle. The combination of residents, shoppers and movie-goers makes Thornton 
Place a bustling epicenter of activity,” said Jeffrey Cook, president and chief operating officer of Stellar 
Holdings, the developer of Thornton Place. “Prospective tenants are increasingly seeing the value of 
being at Thornton Place with its proximity to hundreds of residents, thousands of weekly movie-goers, 
and one of the largest transit centers in the region. If you add to that the new park-like amenity of the 
Thornton Creek Water Quality Channel and the European style plaza that ties it all together, Thornton 
Place is truly a unique new community in the Puget Sound region.”  
 
Five Guys Burgers Opens Second Washington State Location at Thornton Place 
Building its presence in the Seattle-metro region by selecting Thornton Place as the site of its second 
locale in Washington, national favorite Five Guys Burgers & Fries brings its beloved burgers and fries to 
Northgate. With a cult-like following, Five Guys has been ZAGAT rated every year since 2001 and has 
been voted Washingtonian (D.C.) Magazine’s “Reader’s Choice #1 Burger” for every year since 1999, 
when it first opened in Washington, D.C. 
 



 

“We chose Thornton Place because of its location,” said Faisal Khalil, owner of the Five Guys Burgers & 
Fries. “Its proximity to the region’s largest transit center, I-5 and the new 14-screen Regal Cinema make 
this the perfect spot to introduce Seattleites to our food.” 
 
Sandwich shop favorite Subway makes its home at Thornton Place, but this Subway will be a little 
different, instead of the typical interior design with a large map covering the walls; this location will 
incorporate Subway’s new Tuscan interior design scheme. Quick and healthy, Subway offers residents 
and shoppers an affordable, made-to-order choice for lunch or dinner. 
 
Prefer Japanese food? Tengu Japanese will bring the exceptionally-popular conveyor-belt style sushi to 
Northgate, with fresh flavors and a steady stream of delectable sushi running past each table. Tengu’s 
quick and easy “self” service will be a pre or post movie noshing hotspot. 
 
All three restaurants are slated to open in fall 2009.  
 
Previously announced Jewel Box Café is set to open in early August and Thai Fusion is set to open 
later this summer.  These two restaurants are the first restaurant openings and coincide with the July and 
August move-ins for residents. Both the Jewel Box Café and Thai Fusion are locally owned and operated 
and will provide Thornton Place diners access to the Jewel Box Café’s beloved specialty European-style 
foods and Thai Fusion’s Southeast Asian influences. 
 
Current Entertainment Options Thriving at Thornton Place 
The addition of the new restaurants will spark excitement among the many movie-goers that have already 
been drawn to Thornton Place Stadium 14 and IMAX, especially those capitalizing on the Regal 
Cinema’s Free Family Film Festival. The festival provides nine weeks of free movies for kids and 
parents to keep them entertained during the weekday mornings. Movies are rated either G or PG and 
begin at 10:00 a.m. every Tuesday and Wednesday through the week of August 6; space is available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Movies this summer include The Tale of Despereaux, Kung Fu Panda, 
Surf’s Up, Igor, Journey to the Center of the Earth, Bee Movie, Alvin and The Chipmunks and Wallace 
and Gromit, among many others. For more information on the movies and show times, visit 
www.regmovies.com.  
 
Apartment Leasing Far Surpassing Goals set by Project Team 
Since the leasing team began showing the 278 apartment homes at Thornton Place, there has been daily 
interest in the project. Upon welcoming the first residents on July 1, the apartments were 31 percent pre-
leased – a great success in today’s economic climate. 
 
“We are 100 percent ahead of our initial leasing goals,” said Barry Blanton, CPM, director of real estate 
management services for Lorig Real Estate Development and Management Services. “The excitement 
around this project is obvious. The combination of entertainment, food, shopping, and of course 
transportation coupled with the draw of a sustainable lifestyle and access to open spaces has created a 
strong demand for living at Thornton Place.”  
 
The second building of apartments is already pre-leasing and will open to residents August 1, 2009.  
 
New Incentives Make Ownership at Thornton Place Even More Affordable  
A new incentive to make home ownership more attainable for individuals, couples and families looking to 
purchase a new home at Thornton Place, was recently introduced by the project’s developer in 
partnership with its preferred lender, Bank of America. This incentive provides an interest rate buy-down 
program, which takes today’s already low interest rates and lowers them even more, to less than three 
percent for the first year of mortgage payments. This results in monthly mortgage payments as low as 
$797 a month with a down payment of only 3.5 percent.  There is also a summer excitement special 
home price offering a handful of homes in our first group of houses available for sale.  Please visit the 
Thornton Place Web site for up to the moment details on owning a condominium home in this unique new 
community.  
 



 

Learn more about Thornton Place by visiting www.thornton-place.com.  
 
About Stellar Holdings 
Headquartered in Seattle with an international portfolio that includes Sweden and Poland, Stellar Holdings is an 
award-winning real estate firm that has carved its niche in developing innovative, mixed-use properties that help 
communities thrive.  Stellar’s philosophy is to build long-term relationships in the communities where they live and 
work, creating sustainable solutions that are financially and environmentally responsible. Stellar Holdings is owned by 
Lars Jonsson and Laurie McDonald Jonsson.  For more information, visit www.stellar.com   
 
About Lorig  
Lorig is a Seattle based real estate development and management company with more than 30 years of experience 
in creating complex urban projects that enhance communities. Lorig’s diverse portfolio of mixed-use, renovation, 
collegiate and management projects includes Court 17, Salishan, Uwajimaya Village, University of Washington’s 
Nordheim Court, Thornton Place, Queen Anne High School Apartments and Wallingford Center. For more 
information, visit www.lorig.com.  
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